
 

To:  P.S. 150 Parents 

Re:  Zoning Update 

Date: September 30, 2013 

Many of you have asked for an update on the proposed rezoning of District 30 and its impact on P.S. 150’s 
children.   Below is the correspondence we received over the weekend from the CDEC.  It appears that the 
issue is still being discussed and there is currently no specific plan in place.  We’ll continue to provide updates 
as soon as we receive them. 

Kind regards, 

P.S. 150 PTA 

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Rachel Paster  
Date: Sat, Sep 28, 2013 at 10:55 AM 
Subject: Re: OPM Conference Call 

Late last week the Council presented a proposal to the NYC Department of Education’s Office of Portfolio 
Management (“OPM”) to revise certain aspects of the rezoning proposal submitted by OPM to the Council last 
spring.  A copy of our proposal is attached to this statement, along with a spreadsheet setting forth the 
expected future population in the PS 78/PS312 zone and a map showing our suggested changes.  

The main issue that our proposal addressed was OPM’s proposal to take away the right of District 30 students to 
attend IS 125, a school which is on the border of District 24 and District 30 and which was built to serve both 
districts and has done so for many years.   Based on community feedback, we did not agree to take away this 
right from the students who will be zoned to IS 125.  We proposed instead that the new middle school in Hunters 
Point, IS 291, share a zone with PS 78/312 and provide priority choice students who are zoned to IS 125.  This 
would allow students currently zoned for IS 125 to remain in that zone, but also alleviate some of the burden by 
allowing interested students to attend as 291 as long as there is space for them to do so.  

The explicit overarching message we received from DOE in response is that if we don't agree to rezone the 125 
students OPM will not zone Q291. Ms. Iyengar of OPM repeated this several times. Under that scenario Q291 
would be choice with priority choice for students zoned from 125. This is obviously unacceptable to the LIC 
community that wants to have this school zoned.  We need to reach out to the LIC community and electeds 
on this issue. 

We reiterated that the right way to relieve overcrowding at 125 is with a new school, not by moving kids from a 
zoned neighborhood school to a zoned school that is far away. OPM agreed that we need a new middle 
school in the Sunnyside/Woodside area to relieve overcrowding.  However, the DOE has indicated that Q339 in 
Sunnyside, which is currently under construction, will not be made into a middle school even if grades were 
truncated at the nearby schools which would make additional elementary school capacity.  We have 
proposed that Q339 be made into a K-8, which would free up at least some capacity at IS 125.  Although we 
have not heard back from School Construction Authority, Ms. Iyengar indicated that this request was unlikely to 
be granted.  

Beyond that, they will continue to review the numbers and arguments we have presented and get back to us 
with both their own figures and enrollment figures which we have requested. Again we will continue to keep 
you updated. Please feel free as always to reach out to us with any questions and/or comments." 

Once we hear back from OPM with regard to our proposed changes, we will be scheduling outreach with the 
affected communities.   We will keep the affected schools and communities informed in a timely manner. We 
are always open to receive comments either at cec30@schools.nyc.gov, a call to our office at 718-391-8380 or 
by personal means to the various members of the Council or the zoning committee. 

mailto:cec30@schools.nyc.gov
tel:718-391-8380
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Analysis of Sections for 78/312
Prepared by Michelle Noris, IEP member CDEC 30
Based on the assumption that 36 seats in pre‐k equaled 23% of the population that needed seats
and that the population would stay constant for the next 5 years (not a conservative assumption)
Note: we have been informed there are 40 classrooms available for 78/312 and OPM is zoning with up to 2021.

Year PreK (1/2 oK 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Total
2013 3 4 3 2 2 2 2 0 0 0 18
2014 3 6 4 3 2 2 2 2 0 0 24
2015 3 6 6 4 3 2 2 2 2 0 30
2016 3 6 6 6 4 3 2 2 2 2 36
2017 3 6 6 6 6 4 3 2 2 2 40
2018 3 6 6 6 6 6 4 3 2 2 44
2019 3 6 6 6 6 6 6 4 3 2 48
2020 3 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 4 3 52
2021 3 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 4 55

This shows that as of 2018, there will not be enough classrooms in 78/312  and it will require overflow to 291.
By 2021 there will be the equivalent of 15 sections over ‐ 5 sections x 3 grades of middle school.
This will completely consume the capacity of 291, leaving no room for students from any other zone.
Thus zoning another population to 291 will not be successful through 2012.  Instead, priority choice should be given
until the capacity is no longer there.
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