
Student Expectations 

Common Core Information:   
There have been many instructional 

changes due to the adaptation of the 

Common Core Standards.  Units of 

study in ELA, mathematics, social 

studies, and science are aligned to the 

Common Core Learning Standards 

(CCLS). This involves more rigorous 

discussions and assignments facilitated 

by text based evidence.  Students will 

learn how to think analytically and solve 

problems, which will promote success in 

their college and career lives.  

Students are expected to: 

 Read for at least forty minutes 

every night 

 Make sure homework is 

completed everyday 

 Bring in books and supplies daily  

 Study for tests  

 Know and understand NYC 

discipline code  

 Satisfactory attendance 

Resources 
New York Board of Education Home page: 

http://schools.nyc.gov 

U.S. Department Of Education page: 

http://www.ed.gov/parents/landing.jhtml 

American Library Association page: 

http://www.ala.org 

Scholastic for parent’s page: 

http//2.scholastic.com/browse/parentsHome.j

sp 

Common Core Learning Standards page: 

http://www.pl2.nysed.gov/ciai/commoncoresta

ndards 

 

Parent Message 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

We would like to welcome you and your 

child to the fifth grade. There are 

many ways that parents can help their 

child to succeed in the fifth grade:  

 Listen  and ask questions 

 Read literature aloud to your 

child 

 Set aside time for independent 

reading with accountable talk 

 Have school supplies readily 

available at home and school 

 Encourage your child to write 

daily 

 Visit the library and bookstore 

frequently 

 Check that homework is 

completed daily 

 Look for notices regularly 

 

We look forward to a wonderful and 

productive year. With your cooperation 

and support, your child will reach 

his/her fullest potential in all areas. 

 

Thank You, 

  

The Fifth Grade Teachers 
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Social Studies 

Geography and Early People of the 

Western Hemisphere. 
       Essential question: How did geography               

       influence the development of the         

       Western Hemisphere? 

The United States 
Essential Question: How do geography, 

economics, people, and key historical 

events connect to shape a nation? 

Latin America 
Essential Question: How do geography, 

economics, people, and key historical 

events connect to shape a region? 

Canada  
Essential Question: How do geography, 

economics, people, and key historical 

events connect to shape a nation? 

Western Hemisphere 
Essential Question: How do nations meet 

the challenges of modern living? 

 

Science  
 

The Nature of Science  
Essential question: How do scientists 

gather and share information?  

Earth Science  
Essential question: What are the 

processes that help shape the land? 

Food and Nutrition  
Essential question: How do nutrition and 

exercise affect our health? 

Exploring Ecosystems  
Essential question: How are plants and 

animals in an ecosystem connected? 

 

 

 

Literacy 

 
The Common Core aligned units in 

ELA/literacy focus on: 
 Building knowledge through content –

rich nonfiction and informational 

texts 

 50/50 balance between informational 

and literary reading 

 Regular practice with challenging 

texts and academic vocabulary 

 Determining two or more main ideas 

of a text 

 Writing opinion and argument based 

essays on analysis of literary or 

informational texts 

 Using evidence and quoting accurately 

from texts to support their 

ideas/claims 

 Answering text-dependent questions 

that require inferences based on the 

text 

 Conducting research projects with the 

use of several sources (including 

internet) 

 Keep a Reading Log 

 Non-Fiction Reading/ Writing 

 Independent Reading 

 Writing  Essays & Stories 

 Editing/ Revising/ Publishing  

 Poetry 

 Independent Writing Projects 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Math 

 

The Common Core aligned units in 

Mathematics will focus on: 
 Connecting new skills to what was 

learned in previous grades 

 Increasing conceptual understanding 

by looking at concepts from different 

perspectives 

 Connecting math to real-world 

situations 

 Solving multi-step word problems 

using multiple strategies 

 Clearly explaining calculations and 

solutions in written form 

 Increasing speed and accuracy with 

basic calculations/operations 

      Focus Areas: 

 Operations & Algebraic Thinking 

 Number & Operations in Base Ten 

 Number & Operations- Fractions 

 Measurement & Data 

 Geometry 

 

 


