
 COMMUNITY DISTRICT EDUCATION COUNCIL 30
28-11 Queens Plaza North, Room 520

Long Island City, NY  11101
Tel:  718-391-8380
Fax: 718-391-8500

Email: CEC30@schools.nyc.gov
                                       

March 11, 2013
TO: CDEC 30 Members

Principals
PA/PTA Presidents
Parent Coordinators
Union Representatives

 
FROM: Community District Education Council 30
   
RE: March Calendar and Business Meetings, March 21, 2013

The March Calendar Meeting of Community District Education Council 30 is scheduled for 
Thursday,  March 21, 2013 at 6:30 p.m., immediately followed by the Business Meeting, in 
the Auditorium of P.S. 149 located at 93-11 34th Avenue, Jackson Heights, NY 11372.

A G E N D A
I. Pledge of Allegiance
II. Call to Order
III. Roll Call
IV. Reading and Approval of Minutes
V. Dr. Philip A. Composto, Community Superintendent’s Supervisory Appointment 

Announcements

Betty Cartagena, Principal I.S. 235
Rebecca Heyward, Principal P.S. 17
Eduardo Calderon, Assistant Principal P.S./I.S. 127
Ann Lombardi, Assistant Principal P.S. 11
Katherine Tsimis, Assistant Principal P.S. 166

VI. Sarah Goodman, Principal IA, M.S. 291
VII. Resolutions

# 94 REGARDING THE NEED TO PROTECT STUDENT PRIVACY 
Speaking: Molly Moody, Research Associate, Class Size Matters

                   # 95 CALLING FOR A MORATORIUM ON ALL SCHOOL CLOSURES, PHASE-
OUTS AND CHARTER SCHOOL CO-LOCATIONS

VIII. Dr. Philip A. Composto, Community Superintendent’s Report
Presentation: Common Core Learning Standards

IX. Public Agenda and Speaking Time
X. Adjournment

Never doubt that a small group of committed citizens can change the world.
Indeed it is the only thing that ever has.  ~ Margaret Mead
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Speaking time of three minutes per person will be allocated. Scheduled speakers will be 
given priority over unscheduled speakers. Requests for speaking time should be received 
at the Community District Education Council Office at least 24 hours, prior to the Calendar 
Meeting.

The next Calendar Meeting is scheduled for Thursday, April 18, 2013, at 6:30 p.m., 
immediately followed by the Business Meeting, in the Auditorium of P.S. 152 located at
33-52 62nd Street, Woodside, NY 11377.

BUSINESS MEETING

1. Legislative Breakfast

2. Member Updates

3. Next Meeting: April 18, 2013, P.S. 152

4. NEW BUSINESS

RESOLUTION #94
REGARDING THE NEED TO PROTECT STUDENT PRIVACY 

Whereas, New York State and NYC Department of Education have agreed to share 
confidential student and teacher data with a Gates-funded corporation called inBloom Inc.; 
and

   
Whereas, this confidential data will include children’s personally identifiable information, 
including name, address, grades, test scores, disciplinary records, attendance, race, 
ethnicity, economic status, disabilities, health conditions and other highly sensitive 
information; and

Whereas this information is to be stored in an electronic “data store” built by Wireless 
Generation, a subsidiary of Rupert Murdoch’s News Corporation, which has been found to 
have illegally violated privacy in Great Britain and in the US; and

Whereas this information is to be placed on a data cloud managed by Amazon.com, and in 
a recent survey, 86% of technology professionals said they did not trust clouds to hold their 
organization’s more sensitive data; and

Whereas inBloom Inc. has already stated that it “cannot guarantee the security of the 
information stored…or that the information will not be intercepted when it is being 
transmitted.”; and

Whereas inBloom Inc. intends to make this highly confidential data available to commercial 
vendors to help them develop and market their “learning products”; and
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Whereas: all this is happening without parental notification or consent.

Therefore Be It Resolved that NYS Education Department & NYC DOE should immediately 
be obligated to:

1. Notify parents of these impending disclosures and provide them with the right to consent 
before their child’s information is shared;

2. Hold public hearings to explain the point of these disclosures, and hear the concerns of 
parents & privacy experts about how this plan risks children’s privacy, security and safety;

3. Explain how families can obtain relief if their children are harmed by the improper use or 
accidental release of this information, including who will be held financially responsible;

4. Pledge that the privacy rights of public school children and their families will be respected 
over the interests of the Gates Foundation, inBloom Inc., News Corp, or any other company 
or organization.

Therefore Be It Further Resolved that NYS Education Department & NYC DOE remove all 
personal identifying information, including but not limited to name, address, OSIS number, 
social security number, and parent name, from data records shared with organizations 
outside the Department of Education, except in situations that are directly related to the 
individual child and where the Department of Education has secured the parent or guardian's 
permission, in writing, for said sharing of information.
 
Therefore Be It Further Resolved that we urge our state and local elected representatives 
to help us protect our children’s privacy and to ensure that parents are provided with full 
notification and the right to consent before any disclosures occur.

RESOLUTION #94
CALLING FOR A MORATORIUM ON ALL SCHOOL CLOSURES, PHASE-OUTS AND 

CHARTER SCHOOL CO-LOCATIONS

WHEREAS, the New York City Department of Education has issued Proposals for Significant 
Changes in School Utilization and Educational Impact Statements (EIS) for our schools that will, 
upon approval of the Panel for Educational Policy, dissolve schools, some with a proud history of 
achievements and neighborhood connections; and

WHEREAS, while the closing of a school may be necessary as a last resort, school closure has 
increasingly and improperly become the first and only policy employed by the DOE to address schools 
with large numbers of students with significant educational needs; and

WHEREAS, in hearings and meetings held subsequently, it has become clear that the Mayor's school 
improvement strategy may de-stabilize thousands of students in primarily large, comprehensive 
high schools, and - the replacement of teachers and principals according to rigid and fundamentally 
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arbitrary criteria without offering ample professional development opportunities - penalize the very 
people who have made significant improvements in several schools; and

WHEREAS, the policy of school closures affects disproportionately students of color and communities 
affected by these policies in NYC have filed a Federal Title VI Civil Rights complaint with the U.S. 
Department of Education Office of Civil Rights, citing the closing of schools and the criteria and 
methods for administering those actions as discriminatory toward low-income, minority communities ; 
and

WHEREAS, charter schools were originally intended as pedagogical laboratories for innovation in 
teaching to better meet the needs of all our students, but particularly those at-risk, and to improve 
public schools by collaborating with public schools and sharing best practices with public schools; and

WHEREAS, many charter schools in the City today are not pedagogical laboratories for educational 
innovation, do not serve students at-risk, and neither collaborates nor share best practices with public 
schools; and

WHEREAS, some charter schools have discharged struggling students to improve school-wide test 
scores; and 

WHEREAS, some charter schools have impaired parent participation by blocking the formation of 
parent-teacher or parent associations; and

WHEREAS, resources available to students in NYC public schools should be used to address the 
educational needs of public school students, rather than supplement the budgets of the large charter 
management chains which have accumulated substantial assets through both public funds and their 
unrestricted ability to accept private funding; and

WHEREAS, public school communities seeking to expand successful schools are routinely denied 
that opportunity by the DOE due to a purported lack of space for such expansion; and

WHEREAS, opposition to charter school co-locations is increasingly widespread amongst parents, 
teachers, elected officials, community leaders and members of the clergy as evidenced by 
demonstrations, petitions, public comment at hearings and litigation to block co-locations. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Community District Education Council 30 supports a 
moratorium on all school closures, phase-outs and charter school co-locations and calls upon 
Chancellor Walcott to: 

1. Withdraw all current proposals up for vote by the Panel for Educational Policy for Significant 
Changes in School Utilization. 

2. Impose a moratorium on all school proposals until public presentations are made in every borough 
reflecting on how this method will raise student achievement in lieu of existing models. 

3. Conduct school-by-school transparent reviews of current school improvement strategies to assess 
which measures and programs have been effective or are showing promise in raising student 
achievement, while improving the school environment; these transparent reviews should include all 
stakeholders. 

4. Examine school intervention plans that maybe in place, bearing in mind those improvement 
strategies contemplate multiyear plans and that none of the schools may have exceeded the time 

Never doubt that a small group of committed citizens can change the world.
Indeed it is the only thing that ever has.  ~ Margaret Mead

MU8xSjU1V3JhV0t6N3M5RUxIRWRHOFNBVkY4ejBGQV... https://doc-0s-6s-docsviewer.googleusercontent.com/viewer/sec...

4 of 5 3/18/13 1:50 PM



allowed under the federal guidelines. 

5. Ensure that all struggling schools, whether or not they are undergoing federally specified reform 

plans, are given adequate support so that the students will not only graduate but receive the quality of 
education that will make them college- or career- ready. 

 6. Provide a full accounting as well facilitate independent research of the educational outcomes of 
students remaining in previously phased out schools. 

7. Fully cooperate with any investigation of Title VI civil rights complaints as filed with US DOE Office 
of Civil Rights. 
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